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Dea r  Mr . Per ry,  

 

 Good  da y. I wr ite from  Mis s ou la , Mon ta n a , a s  a  r epres en ta t ive of Wa rd  On e to th e Mis s ou la  

City Cou n cil. Wa rd  On e en com p a s s es  n or th ea s t  Mis s ou la , a n  a rea  of th e city b is ected  by a n  in ters ta te 

ra il lin e th a t  a m on g oth er  th in gs , cu r ren t ly m oves  a  n u m ber  of coa l t ra in s  ea ch  da y, a n d  a  ra il ya rd  

wh ere th es e t ra in s  a re s tored  a n d  s erviced .  

 As  a  city cou n cilm a n , I d ea l m os t ly with  con cern s  people h a ve a bou t  th eir  s a fety, h ea lth  a n d  

qu a lity of life. Th e ra il lin e a n d  ya rd  a re a  s ou rce of s om e con s tern a t ion  a lrea dy. Des p ite th eir  

op era tors ’ a t tem pts  to b e good  n eigh b ors , t ra in s  ca u s e n ois e a n d  a ir  p ollu t ion  a s  well a s  t ra ffic 

con ges t ion  th a t  gen era te regu la r  com pla in ts .  

 Now, I u n ders ta n d  th a t  th ere a re a  n u m ber  of coa s ta l term in a ls  p rop os ed  th a t  wou ld  ta ke coa l 

from  th e t ra in s  com in g th rou gh  town  a n d  p u t  it  on  ba rges  to Ch in a .  It ’s  h a rd  for  m e to believe th a t  m y 

job  is  goin g to get  a n y ea s ier  beca u s e of th a t  t ra ffic. In  fa ct , I figu re it ’s  likely th e n ois e, a ir  pollu t ion  

a n d  t ra ffic con ges t ion  will get  wors e.  

 Fu r th er , I a m  s om ewh a t  fa m ilia r  with  En viron m en ta l Im pa ct  Sta tem en ts , h a vin g en d u red  a  

deca d e-lon g proces s  to rea ch  a  Record  of Decis ion  for  a  roa d  a n d  br idge p roject  on  Mis s ou la ’s  Ru s s ell 

Street . In  th e cou rs e of th a t  cou rs e a t  th e Sch ool of Ha rd  Kn ocks , I lea rn ed  a b ou t  h ow exh a u s t in gly 

im pa cts  h a ve to be id en t ified  a n d  m it iga ted  to com ply with  th e Na t ion a l En viron m en ta l Policy Act .  

 The  propos e d Gate way Pac ific  Te rm inal in  Ch e rry  Point , Was hin gt on , is  like ly  t o  have  

c o ns ide rable  im pac t s  o n  Mis s oula due  t o  t he  inc re as e d t rain  t raffic .  It  is  im pe rat ive  t he s e  

im pac t s ,  albe it  indire c t ,  be  ide nt ifie d and m it igate d no w, at  t he  out s e t  o f th e  pro je c t ,  in  orde r 

that  t he  c os t s  o f s h ipping c o al t o  Che rry  Poin t  are  n ot  in c urre d by  Mis s ou lians  an d ot he rs  alon g 

the  route .  

 Wh ile th os e loca l in d irect  im pa cts  a re m y m a in  con cern , I’d  be n egligen t  to ign ore a  s er iou s  

cu m u la t ive im p a ct  of th e p roject  you  a re eva lu a t in g: th e im pa ct  on  th e a tm os ph ere clim a te. Coa l is  a  

s er iou s  th rea t  to a ir  qu a lity beca u s e of th e pollu ta n ts  em it ted  a n d  a  s u bs ta n t ia l con t r ib u tor  to th e 

h igh er  levels  of a tm os ph er ic ca rb on  d ioxide a lter in g th e clim a te. An y EIS th a t  does n ’t  con s id er  th e 

even tu a l effects  of th e coa l-b u rn in g th is  p roject  s eek s  to fa cilita te  d oes n ’t  s eem  to m e to be wor th  th e 

cos t  of th e s u bs ta n t ia l p a per  th a t ’ll be gen era ted  in  it s  crea t ion .  

 Plea s e d o you r  bes t  to en s u re th a t , s h ou ld  th is  n ew exp or t  term in a l be p erm it ted , th e cos ts  

from  it  a re n ot  im pos ed  on  th os e wh o d o n ot  s ta n d  to p rofit  from  it .  

Rega rds ,  

 

 

 

Ald erm a n  J a s on  Wien er  

Mis s ou la  City Cou n cil, Wa rd  On e  


